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RESPECT. RESILIENCE. KINDNESS
Vision

Through valuing all individuals as children of God we believe in promoting an inclusive school community, rooted in mutual respect, understanding and kindness towards others. As God taught us:
'Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their life.' (Proverbs 22:6)

Ours school’s vision is to nurture a resilient community where the love of learning thrives. We foster an environment where every member feels supported in order to flourish, be empowered to overcome challenges, embrace growth and contribute positively to God’s world.

' Life in all its fullness' (John 10:10)

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Head Teacher shall have oversight of this policy and ensure all staff follow procedures and that these are carried out. 

The effectiveness of this policy shall be monitored during Governor’s meetings.
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Purpose:

The aim of this policy is to ensure a whole school consistent approach to homework and to make homework manageable for all concerned. As the primary educators of their children, parents are encouraged to support and reinforce the shared expectations of school. Learning is a shared responsibility between children, parents and staff. In primary school, the purpose of homework changes as children get older. For younger children developing a partnership with parents or carers, and involving them actively in children’s learning, is the key purpose. As children get older, homework provides an opportunity for children to develop the skills of independent learning. 

Audience:
This document is intended for all teaching staff, and all staff with classroom responsibilities. It is also intended for school governors, LA inspectors / advisers, parents and inspection teams.  Copies are provided for all teaching staff. Further copies are located on the staff shared drive and on the school website. 

British Values:
Through its vision, curriculum, extra-curricular activities, teaching and learning, St. Oswald’s Church of England Primary School will promote British Values. 

By doing so, we will ensure that all learners understand the values that have traditionally underpinned British society. The implicit and explicit teaching of these values will promote cohesiveness within our school and community.  St Oswald’s is proud to be part of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, where every child is valued, cared for and developed to their full potential. As a UNICEF Rights respecting school, we believe this policy links to Articles 28 & 29:
Article 28: (Right to Education)

Every Child has the right to education.
Article 29: (Goals of Education)

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures and the environment.
Intent: 
To develop an effective partnership between school, parents and other carers in pursuing the aims of the school, helping all children to achieve the best outcomes; 

To provide an opportunity for parents to become involved in the academic development of their child; 

To consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding, particularly in English and Mathematics; 

To exploit resources for learning, of all kinds, at home; 

To provide an enjoyable and purposeful supplement to class work; 

To extend school learning, for example, through additional reading; 

To encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to study independently. 

Implementation: 
EYFS: Home learning folders collected in on Thursday, work sent home on Friday. 
Autumn term:

RWInc: virtual classroom set 1 sound of the day sent home via class dojo
5 sound flashcards (sounds that have been taught that week) to practice reading accurately

Handwriting sheets linked to the sounds taught that week

IXL – one maths task 
Spring & summer term:
RWInc: regular reading encouraged. Monday – RWInc book bag. Friday – book read in phonics
Spellings: 5 spellings given on a Friday to be tested the following Thursday. 

IXL: two maths tasks 

KS1: work is sent home on Friday
This will consist of Spellings to learn (10) sent home on Friday to be learned for the following Thursday. These should be words that have been taught in class that week. 

An expectation that the child should read at least 4 times per week for about 15-20 minutes.

TT Rock Stars can be accessed for Year 2 at least 2 times per week to practise and consolidate multiplication facts learnt during Maths lessons.

Activities to consolidate learning in class for Year 1 and Year 2 will be set on IXL and Purple Mash. 

Additional homework projects based on the current topic will be set on a termly basis.

KS2: work is sent home on Thursday. Homework includes new spellings (10) and previously learned spellings (5) to be learned for the following week. Most of these should be words that have been taught in class that week, or previously, this may include 5 unseen words that consolidate the spelling rules taught when appropriate. 
An expectation that the child should read at least 4 times per week for at least 20 minutes.

TT Rock Stars should be accessed at least 3 times per week to practise and consolidate times tables. 

Activities to consolidate learning in class will be set on IXL.
Additional homework projects based on the current topic will be set on a termly basis.

TREE Targets 
There is a compulsory TREE target that links to homework; “I hand my homework in on time and read regularly at home.” Children will need to achieve this tree target if they are to be a golden apple at the end of the year. This needs to be explained very clearly to children and made clear to parents to ensure all children have the best opportunity to achieve this. 
Study Support

Study Support is available for all children in KS1 and KS2. This is a designated hour (after school) which is supervised by Tas. Children can complete homework and receive support from school staff. 

Shared Responsibilities 
Teachers should: 
Establish homework procedures; 

Communicate such procedures to parents through the school website and at parent meetings. 

Ensure all children have a home reading record and keep a class record of this. 

Ensure that children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common understanding of the high expectations held of them. 

Recognise all homework completed and monitor achievement. 

Set appropriate intervention for children who are experiencing difficulties. 
Contact parents about homework tasks not completed (if appropriate) and further explain TREE targets.
Set appropriate homework tasks that reinforce and consolidate class learning. 

Communicate to parents the availability of Study Support Club (KS2). 

Pupils should: 
Tackle homework promptly and with a positive attitude. 

Read at least 4 times per week at home for about 20 minutes and return their home reading book on time each week. 

Be organised and remember to take homework home and return it on time. 

Take responsibility for their own learning and complete work within an agreed time. 

Take pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected. 

Parents should: 
Provide suitable, quiet surroundings where pupils can do their homework (ie) not in front of the television. 

Encourage younger family members to play quieter games or go to another room. 

Make it clear to children that they value homework, and support the school in explaining how it can help their learning. 

Encourage children to persevere with a task and give support if appropriate. 

Give due importance to non-written tasks such as listening to children read on a regular basis. 

Assist with the learning of weekly spelling. 

Keep school informed of any changes in the child’s learning circumstances that may affect learning. 

Ensure that reading books and homework books are completed and returned on time each week. 

Impact: 
Children at St Oswald’s who complete their homework regularly, develop essential skills for the next stage in the learning and beyond. Time management, prioritising, independent study and developing the ability and correct attitude towards completing tasks are all reinforced through learning at home. Regular homework means that parents are well informed about what their child is learning in class and by working together parents have a positive impact on their child’s education. Engagement in learning is enhanced which has a positive effect on pupil progress and in preparing children for life beyond St Oswald’s in line with our school vision. 
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