St. Oswald’s Church of England Primary School
Drugs Education Policy
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RESPECT. RESILIENCE. KINDNESS
Vision

Through valuing all individuals as children of God we believe in promoting an inclusive school community, rooted in mutual respect, understanding and kindness towards others. As God taught us:
'Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their life.' (Proverbs 22:6)

Ours school’s vision is to nurture a resilient community where the love of learning thrives. We foster an environment where every member feels supported in order to flourish, be empowered to overcome challenges, embrace growth and contribute positively to God’s world.

' Life in all its fullness' (John 10:10)
Monitoring and Evaluation

The Head Teacher shall have oversight of this policy and ensure all staff follow procedures and that these are carried out. 

The effectiveness of this policy shall be monitored during Governor’s meetings.
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1. Purpose.
The purpose of this document is to reflect the school’s vision and record the school’s approach to teaching Drugs Education. This policy should be read in conjunction with other school policies especially PSHE and Science.

2. Audience 
This document is intended for all teaching staff, and all staff with classroom responsibilities. It is also intended for school governors, LA inspectors / advisers, parents and inspection teams. Copies are provided for all teaching staff and are available on the staff shared drive and is available on request.

3. British Values

Through its vision, curriculum, extra-curricular activities, teaching and learning, St. Oswald’s Church of England Primary School will promote British values. By doing so, we will ensure that all learners understand the values that have traditionally underpinned British society. The implicit and explicit teaching of Christian values will promote cohesiveness within our school and community. As a UNICEF Rights Respecting school, we believe:
This policy links to Articles 28, 29 and 33:

Article 28: (Right to Education)

Every Child has the right to education.  Primary education should be free…

Article 29: (Goals of Education)

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.  It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures and the environment.

Article 33: (Drug abuse)
“Governments must protect children from the illegal use of drugs and from being involved in the production or distribution of drugs.”

4. Curriculum intent:

At St Oswald’s we view Drugs education as an important and necessary part of all pupils’ learning. Our curriculum, driven by our school vision, is designed to equip pupils with a sound understanding of risk and with the knowledge and skills necessary to make safe, fair and informed decisions. Our children are growing up in a world where drugs are present and we recognise the need to deal with a broad-range of drug related situations and incidents which may occur in the lives of our pupils and others involved in the life of the school. Research has shown that by the age of 11 many primary school children have extensive knowledge of the world of drugs. For some, this knowledge may be inaccurate and incomplete, for others it will develop through personal experience. Research shows that up to 31% of children have tried an illegal drug by the age of 17. The figures also suggest that the first age of experimentation is decreasing and that children of primary age are exposed to opportunities to try both illegal and illegal drugs. The definition of drugs used in this policy is the definition given by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime:

By ‘drugs’ we mean all substances that affect our physical and emotional states.  This includes medicines, recreational legal drugs such as alcohol and tobacco, illicit substances such as solvents and illegal substances.  This policy seeks to ensure that all pupils receive an effective education that will develop understandings and skills in preparation for future decision making.

As a Christian school, our vision is at the heart of all we do. Our curriculum intent is to ensure the health, welfare and safety of all pupils, parents and staff in relation to all aspects of drug use.
5. Implementation
Drugs education will be taught through Science and PSHE. The PSHE association plans will be used.

If particular problems or incidents occur, members of staff will deal them with sensitively. Personal questions will always be dealt with in the same manner; a question box is provided in all classrooms. All work will recognise pupils’ experiences and future needs, it will include:

· Knowledge which is honest and balanced.

· Skills in examining and assessing risks.

· Attitudes towards risks, behaviour, relationships, towards drugs and drug related issues.
Through carefully planned lessons the children will learn: 
· Personal and social skills including refusal and decision making.

· To take increased responsibility for themselves and their actions. 

· To value and help themselves and others. 

· To deal with the effect of media coverage of issues relating to drugs. 

· To make a distinction between authorised and unauthorised drugs. 

· The knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary to build their resilience and avoid peer group pressure or unwanted drug offers from others. 

Key Concepts underpinning approaches for KS1
All medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines.

You can talk to adults about drugs.

There are a whole range of different substances we call drugs.
All drug use carries some form of risk.

Drugs are taken for different purposes.
Medicines should only be taken if supervised by an adult. 
Key Concepts underpinning approaches for KS2
All medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines.

You can talk to adults about drugs.

There are a whole range of different substances we call drugs.

All drug use carries some form of risk but the effects of taking drugs are uncertain 

Illegal drug use has a greater number of risks.

People have different views about drugs and drug use.
Medicines should only be taken if supervised by an adult. 
Teachers will:
Develop clear ground rules to ensure a non-threatening learning environment. These will be revisited at the beginning of each lesson.

Start with pupils current understanding and give information to clarify facts and correct false knowledge    and beliefs. 

Be sensitive to the pupils’ backgrounds and culture and not condemn.

Not embarrass pupils – by ‘putting them on the spot’

Explore issues and answer questions honestly and sensitively.

6. Impact: 

The curriculum at St Oswald’s, supported by our school vision, equips our pupils with the skills to live healthy, safe, productive, capable, responsible and balanced lives. Accurate information and sensitive teaching ensure our children are informed about drugs of all kinds and that they are given honest information about their effects which will help them to make informed decisions in later life. 

Through the curriculum, our children are aware of the advantages of using medicines but understand that they need to be treated with care and administered correctly and accurately to the person for whom they are intended. They also understand the legality and risks associated with the use of illegal substances and have accurate information regarding their effects. By learning about a range of substances, our children understand that not all drugs are illegal and are aware of the differences between drugs administered for medical use and recreational use. 

Drug education contributes towards decreased harm and increased safety for young people, their families and communities. It enables pupils to build their confidence, resilience and self-esteem and to identify and manage risk. We believe, therefore, that our Drugs education curriculum empowers our children to make informed choices resulting in long term benefits for them as citizens. 
7. Drug Related Incidents
The school will consider each drug-related incident separately.  School rules and policies related to substances will be made known to all staff, pupils, parents and visitors.  If pupils are involved, it will generally be the procedure to inform parents but on rare occasions, in the interests or safety of the pupils, the school may act independently.  The school will work closely with school health, children’s services and police as appropriate.  It may be that an incident requires a response in relation to child protection in which case Child Protection procedures will apply (see Child Protection and Safeguarding policy)
8. Support for Pupils
Pupils affected by drug related incidents will be offered individual pastoral support in the following ways:

· An opportunity to confide in a member of staff.

· Advocacy to either parents or police.

· Access to specialist advice and support. Staff are able to refer young people to support agencies, 
however, the nature of referrals must be shared with a designated member of staff for safeguarding. If an outside agency is used, the LA should be informed.

· The police do not have to be involved but it is recommended that the Headteacher consults with the LA who may suggest contacting the local police for advice and support.  If there is a problem regarding the legal status of a particular substance, it is recommended that the advice and support of the local police is sought.  Their involvement does not mean that legal action will ensue.

· Guidance will be offered on future decision making.

· Relevant information may be offered.

9. Involvement of other Agencies
All staff should be aware of the range of specialised agencies, support and counselling services available in this area that may be in a position to support at risk pupils. All staff should seek advice from Designated lead teachers or the PSHE lead. 

The school:

· Will make full use of the LA and other education bodies to ensure the educational validity of the drug education policy and practice.

· Will work with relevant agencies to ensure the education, health and welfare needs of all pupils.

· Will provide information about and access to confidential services.

Discipline 

10. It is not acceptable for anyone:

· to bring into school or to any school activity an illegal or illicit substance.

· to be under the influence of any such substances when involved in school activities.

· to engage in exploitative activities that will encourage the use of such substances.

If any staff suspects or knows of such circumstances they should report this to the headteacher.  A decision will be made based on the known information and the guidance of this policy.  See appendixes below.

11. Parental Involvement
The school will, on most occasions, keep parents fully informed of all incidents involving their children.  However, there may be a time when this is not always the first course of action however.  Such as:

· If pupils express fear of parents’ responses perhaps linked to violence or physical harm.

· If the pupils’ involvement with drugs was accepted or even promoted by the family.

As part of the partnership with parents there will be:

· Opportunities for parents to support pupil learning about drugs.

· Opportunities to access support through Netherton Well-Being Centre.
· Drug awareness sessions for parents may be offered.

· Information on school policies related to pastoral care and welfare including drug issues. (Available on School Website)

· Information on drug policies that will affect them in school.
12. Procedure
Parents will be informed of a drug related incident following an assessment by the Headteacher or the Designated Teacher for Safeguarding. A decision regarding the referral of the pupil to the MASH Team or other Outside Agency will be made and the parent informed. The outcome of referrals will be monitored and reviewed according to the relevant protocol.

13. Support for Staff
All staff will have access to a copy of this policy.

All staff will receive appropriate training to ensure they are able to respond to this policy.

14. Tobacco 
It is illegal to smoke inside the school building and there is a No Smoking policy within the school perimeter.

Children are given relevant information and have lessons on tobacco use and dangers.
15. Alcohol 
Information will be made available to upper KS2 pupils about alcohol and alcohol abuse and addiction.  Lessons will be thoughtfully and sensitively prepared and presented.  The lessons will be factual and not subjective. Adults showing signs of consuming excessive amounts of alcohol will not be welcomed on to school premises. Children will not be released to an adult who shows signs of being under the influence of alcohol.

There is a coded message that is used by Office Staff to alert the Designated Teacher for Safeguarding if they believe a parent has arrived to collect a pupil who they believe may be under the influence of alcohol. 

Adults in charge of pupils will not consume alcohol.

Adults driving a vehicle carrying pupils will not consume alcohol before or during the journey.

16. Links to other Policies
The school’s Personal, Social and Health Education Policy supports this policy.  It will complement the school’s policies on RSE, Child Protection, Anti-Bullying and Behaviour modification. 

 17. Drugs Education Subject leader. 
 The role of the Drugs Education Subject Leader is to:

· be responsible for the development of Drugs Education in school.

· monitor the effectiveness of Drugs Education in school.

· support teachers in their planning and strategies for classroom management.

· disseminate new information.

· be responsible for providing appropriate resources

Subject leader: Mrs. Clare Clarke
APPENDIX 1:

ILLEGAL DRUGS FOUND ON PREMISES 
ADVISE Headteacher/DESIGNATED TEACHER 

KEEP IN A SECURE PLACE

PHONE LOCAL POLICE TO COLLECT

Drugs Awareness
Do not touch, sniff, handle 

The LA will be notified of all reported incidents 

APPENDIX 2:

PUPILS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS/ALCOHOL 
ADVISE HEADTEACHER/DESIGNATED TEACHER 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT                  INVESTIGATE POSSESSION 

CHILD IS IN A SAFE PLACE 

INFORM PARENTS (if appropriate and safe to do so)

INFORM OTHER AGENCIES AS NECESSARY 

Inform LA Advisor of any incident 
APPENDIX 3:

PARENTS/CARERS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS/ALCOHOL ON SCHOOL PREMISES 
ADVISE Headteacher/DESIGNATED TEACHER 

Decide on one of the three options depending on the particular circumstances of each incident 

LOCAL POLICE           ASKED TO LEAVE PREMISES                  CONTACT SOCIAL SERVICES 

Inform LA Advisor of any incident 

APPENDIX 4:

STAFF/GOVERNORS ON SCHOOL PREMISES 
ADVISE Headteacher/DESIGNATED TEACHER 

PUT SAFE PLACE                                                      EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

ARRANGE FOR THEM TO LEAVE PREMISES               CONSIDER APPROPRIATE RISK ACTION 
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